
CASTLE ROCK TOWNSHIP                                    Approved 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 

January 12, 2015 @ 7:00 P.M.  

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Castle Rock Township was convened at 

the Castle Rock Town Hall on Monday, January 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Drea Doffing, 

Chair; Jeff Partington, Sandy Weber, and Dave Nicolai, Supervisors; Barbara Lang, Clerk; and  

Colette Mumm, Treasurer.  Vice Chair, Russ Zellmer, was not present.   Also in attendance were Bud 

Jennrich, Walter Strese, Delma Jennrich, Norb Gregory, Thomas Harlan, Joe Auge, and Mark Henry. 

Drea Doffing called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to accept the agenda.  4 ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA REVIEW/APPROVE 

1. December 8, 2014 Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes 

Sandy Weber pointed out that the Supervisors listed for election should be D and E, rather than C 

and D. 

2. December 11, 2014 BOS and PC Special Meeting Minutes 

3. Adopt Ordinance 2015-01, updating language in Zoning Ordinance 2013-01, Section 6.04 C, 

Section 6.05 C, and Section 6.06 C. 

4. Adopt Resolution 2015-01, approving summary language for publication of an Ordinance 

Amending the Castle Rock Township Zoning Ordinance. 

5. Set Board of Appeals Hearing date on regular BOS meeting night, February 9, to review 

returning Conditional Use Permit application to applicant for cemetery at 1120 220th St W, 

submitted on 11/17/14. 

Drea Doffing requested adding meeting time of 7 pm. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the consent agenda with 

the corrections to Item 1 and 5 as listed above.  4 ayes.  Motion carried.  

DAKOTA COUNTY SHERIFF UPDATE -None 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE 

On December 17, 2014, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to review a Conditional Use 

Permit for the installation of a new wireless tower at 24402 Denmark Ave.  PC recommends 

proceeding with project. 

On December 22, 2014, the Planning Commission held two public hearings as follows: 

 6:30 p.m. Conditional Use Permit application to move house and garage and Demo Permit 

application for existing house on lot, Lorinda Harstad, 1941 225th St W.  PC recommends 

proceeding with this project. 

 6:45 p.m. Review an Ordinance Amending Zoning Ordinance 2013-01 Updating Language in 

Section 6.04 C, Section 6.05 C, and 6.06 C.  PC recommends approving the Ordinance 

Amendment.  

In addition, at the regular monthly Planning Commission meeting, there were no actionable items to 

report. 

REVIEW / APPROVE – Farmers Mill & Elevator building permit penalty fee. 
 

Dave Nicolai commented that he still feels permit fees should be calculated based on the actual 

building cost of the project, not the valuation of the finished building.  Drea Doffing explained that 

the topic being discussed is the penalty fee only, and the penalty is charged only if the work begins 

before the permit is issued.  Sandy Weber also pointed out that the Township can’t make exceptions 

to the penalty fee if there is evidence the building began before the permit was in hand. It would set a 



precedent that would cause potential problems in the future. Sandy did express that there is still some 

concern about how the permit fees are calculated. 

Drea Doffing made a motion that the penalty fee stands as it is.  There was no second to the motion, 

so no vote was taken.  Ms. Doffing indicated the discussion of the penalty fee will be tabled until 

there is a full board present.   

Sandy Weber requested that we add discussion of permit fee calculations to the February Board of 

Supervisors agenda.  Drea Doffing, Chair, recommended postponing discussion of permit fees until 

the BOS reviews fee schedules this spring once the State Building Code update occurs. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

● Update on Vermillion River Watershed information. 

Sandy Weber gave a summary of the Vermillion River Watershed presentation that was given on 

January 6 by Travis Thiel from Dakota County Environmental Resources Department.  She brought 

back handouts regarding Impaired Waters in Castle Rock Township and the Watershed Restoration 

and Protection Strategy, Nitrate in Dakota County and Castle Rock Township private wells, Best 

Management Practices to Improve Water Quality, as well as updated maps of Vermillion River 

Watershed Impairments as of 2012.  These will be available for residents to view or pick up at the 

Town Hall  She also had several examples of projects that have been done within Dakota County to 

improve Water and Sediment Control, Feedlot Improvement, and Wetland Restoration.  All of these 

projects were funded by grant money that is available, so it did not cost the landowners much money 

out of their pockets.  Sandy also commented that the North Cannon River Watershed Management 

Organization is doing similar things and participating in these types of programs.  She reiterated that 

there is grant money available through Federal, State and County programs.  Mark Henry also spoke 

about grant money and wetland banking funds.  He believes there is approximately $800,000 

available for these types of projects, and interested landowners should contact the Soil and 

Conservation Office for more information.  Sandy Weber asked if links to some of this information 

could be added to the Township website.  The Clerk will look into adding some of this information. 

NEW BUSINESS 

●    Approve Election Judges for March 10, 2015 Township Elections 

Barbara Lang, Clerk, submitted a list of certified judges who are available for the elections.  The list 

is on file at the Town Hall for interested parties. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Jeff Partington seconded to approve the list of judges.  4 ayes.  

Motion carried.  

●    Set date for annual Budget and Audit Meeting. 

Dave Nicolai made a motion and Sandy Weber seconded to set the meetings to begin at 6:30 pm 

on Thursday, February 12, 2015.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

ROAD REPORT 

 Met Council Escrow for biosolids spreading update. 

Patricia Oates from the Met Council returned the check the Township issued to refund the Escrow 

money we had been holding with the request to continue to keep the remaining funds in Escrow to be 

used toward expenses for future biosolids spreading in our township.  The check has been voided, 

and the funds will be listed under our current Escrows. 

 LKQ/Viking Auto drainage basins – Grant Jacobson, the Township Engineer, re-inspected the 

drainage ponds.  His recommendations are on file at the Town Office.  LKQ/Viking Auto will 

need to do some additional seeding for grass around the ponds when the weather permits in the 

spring. 

 Downstream Runoff Concerns for Project in Rocky Hills/impact on Jennrich property – Grant 

Jacobson, Township Engineer, has contacted the Jennrich’s and has inspected the project again.  

A letter describing his inspection of the area and his telephone conversation with Mr. Jennrich is 

on file.  The Township also forwarded a copy of his correspondence to Mr. Jennrich. 

 Recent Excavation on Jennrich Property affecting Rocky Hills Project – A letter from Grant 

Jacobson was reviewed describing the excavation work that he had been asked to inspect.  Dave 



Nicolai inquired if it would be feasible to look into installing some kind of a retention pond on 

the township land in the park to slow down potential water flow onto the Jennrich land.  Walter 

Strese was in attendance, who has been hired by Mr. Jennrich, and verified that he dug a trench 

on the Jennrich property adjacent to the Township property as their own preventive action to 

create a pond to slow down the water.  Jeff Partington, Supervisor, expressed concerns for safety 

in addition to the potential for escalated erosion with the steep drop that was created by this 

excavation.  Our township engineer’s recommendation is that the trench needs to be filled in and 

adequate erosion control items should be placed to protect the downstream property.  Concern 

was expressed by several in attendance that no retention pond could be installed within the 

township park, as that is green space that is mandated by State statutes in residential areas.  Drea 

Doffing reminded everyone that we need to wait until the spring runoff time to evaluate if the 

drainage improvements in Rocky Hills are working as designed, or if further evaluation and 

modifications might need to be made.  Ms. Doffing will contact Brian Watson at the Soil and 

Water Conservation office and ask him to also investigate, as the excavation work impacts the 

watershed area.  Future inspections will be made to monitor the situation. 

 Update on signage – Mark Henry has been working on inspections of the road signs in the 

Township and has replaced several.  This will be an ongoing project as time allows. 

TREASURERS REPORT 

Receipts   $  11,407.87 

Cash Control   $  18,759.28 

Current Investments    $849,539.17 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  4 

ayes.  Motion carried.  

REVIEW PAYROLL AND CLAIMS 

Payroll: $   3,545.63   Claim #8214-8223 

Claims:  $ 33,584.66  Claim #8224-8246 

Total:  $37,130.29 

Jeff Partington made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to approve the Payroll and Claims 

Review.  4 ayes.  Motion carried.   

CLERKS REPORT   

 2015 mileage rate is 57.5 cents per mile. 

 CTAS version 8 has been downloaded. Clerk and Treasurer are in the process of updating all the 

account numbers and expect to be running from the updated version in February. 

 Clerk will be making an appointment with Gloria Habeck, our Web consultant, to make some 

programming updates for 2015. 

 Clerk would like to appoint Rhonda Rademacher as an Office Assistant to help with some filing 

projects from time to time. 

 Clerk has begun preparing an abbreviated version of the Chronicle that will include information 

regarding the candidates who have filed for the Supervisor positions on the March Township 

election ballot. 

 Clerk will post special meeting notice regarding Farmington Firefighters Association dinner. 

 Please let me know if you see any updates to be made on the Website. 

Sandy Weber made a motion and Dave Nicolai seconded to adjourn.  4 ayes.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Barbara Lang, Clerk 
 

Attest:  Drea Doffing, Chair of Board of Supervisors  


